


LOOK AT ME
sculpture trail
As part of Look Again six local, national 
and internationally acclaimed artists have 
responded to the traditional figurative statues, 
which form part of an existing sculpture trail 
within Aberdeen City. Aberdeen’s city centre 
has a diverse range of sculptures. These range 
from traditional to contemporary and perform 
many functions, such as commemoration, 
memorial and remembrance. 

The six commissioned artists have created 
new pieces of temporary public art to form 
the Look at Me Sculpture Trail and re-dress 
the following statues: The Mannie, Robert 
the Bruce, William Wallace, General Charles 
Gordon, Albert the Prince Consort & Robert 
Burns.

The temporary artworks will invite the viewer 
to take an unconventional journey and 
re-engage with the existing sculpture trail 
through fresh eyes.    

INTRODUCTION
Look Again is a new visual art & design 
festival for the North East of Scotland. 
Building on the highly successful RGU 
‘LOOK’ festival, Look Again is a five-day 
celebration of visual art & design, of culture 
and creativity and a programme of creative 
events to engage the wider community of 
Aberdeen and Aberdeenshire. A centrepiece 
to the first year’s festival features a major 
commission, the Look at Me Sculpture Trail 
which is based on the theme of exposing 
and connecting.  It is a major component 
of the festival and will see six of the city’s 
19th century statues being re-dressed with 
temporary pieces of public art by several 
different local, national & internationally 
acclaimed artists. 

Look Again was born out of a desire to 
showcase the very best in visual art & 
design in North East Scotland putting the 
region firmly on the map as a centre of 
excellence for innovative and imaginative 
visual projects and work. Over the next 
three years the festival aims to develop 
and engage new and existing audiences 
through a stimulating programme of cultural 
events.  It will enable new connections to be 
made locally, nationally and internationally 
while supporting and promoting both the 
current and next generation of artists and 
designers to strive for excellence in their 
practice within the region. 

This year’s five-day festival will host a great 
deal of activity, from openings, exhibitions, 
workshops and talks. This full programme 
of cultural events will allow for critical 
engagement on a local, national and 
international level as well as challenging 

the way we see the Granite City.  It will also 
see the Robert Gordon University campus 
open up as a cultural venue with pop-up 
art exhibitions, academic research led 
expositions and community engagement 
projects.  

Whilst the core of the festival will focus 
on the Look at Me Sculpture Trail and 
its associated artist talks and creative 
workshops, the programme of satellite 
events with participating local art 
organisations will also re-engage the public 
and encourage them to look again at our 
region’s urban/rural landscape in Aberdeen 
and Aberdeenshire.  This year’s festival aims 
to put Aberdeen on the cultural map and 
will bring further international attention to 
the city.  More importantly though, it gives 
everyone an opportunity to engage with 
visual art & design in an accessible way and 
be proud of where we live and really shout 
about what a great place the North East is.

Look Again Visual Art & Design Festival 
is delivered by a partnership between local art 
agency, SMART and Robert Gordon University.  

The festival is governed by a festival board, 
which is made up of representatives from RGU, 
SMART, Aberdeen City Council, Aberdeenshire 
Council, independent practitioners and local 
art organisations.  
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“Look Again is a really exciting event for Aberdeen and is a key part of RGU and Aberdeen City 
Council’s aim to help create a new vision for the city’s cultural future.

Aberdeen has a huge amount to offer and, alongside existing festivals, Look Again will showcase 
the city’s ambition to become recognised for its cultural offering.”

Robert Gordon University & Aberdeen City Council

These creative interventions see Robert 
Burns dressed in brightly coloured knitted 
socks and 3D printed headphones. Robert 
the Bruce covered in decorative ceramic 
pigeons. The Mannie reinvented into 
a chatty Aberdonian. William Wallace 
transformed into a futuristic space-age 
warrior. General Charles Gordon adorned 
in colourful knitwear and Albert The Prince 
Consort turned into a #blueskythinker.  

The Look at Me Sculpture Trail is supported 
by Aberdeen Place Partnership, a joint 
initiative between Aberdeen City Council 
and Creative Scotland.

“Aberdeen City Council is pleased to be 
supporting the Look at Me Sculpture Trail 
as part of Look Again Visual Art & Design 
Festival, which will bring new life to an 
existing sculpture trail in Aberdeen city 
centre.”

“Look Again comes at a critical time for Aberdeen and the North-East. It has been proven time 
and time again the important role a vibrant culture plays in strengthening a region’s economic 
outlook and quality of life for its people.

The festival aims to put Aberdeen on the cultural map and will bring further international attention 
to the city. 

Recent festivals have shown there is a demand for more cultural events in the region. Look Again 
offers something for everyone from high-end visual art and design to attractions that will make 
everyone take a second look at their city.”

SMART



Look at Me - Albert The Prince Consort
Union Terrace, Aberdeen

Colin Priest
#blueskythinker
8 April – 12 April

Open: 24 hour access
Admission Free

Commissioned artist Colin Priest will 
transform Prince Albert the Consort’s statue. 
Colin, who has a background in architecture 
introduces ‘#blueskythinker’ – a project 
in which he hopes to “create a moment of 
quietness, reflection and inspiration for the 
city.” 

The design for the statue incorporates a 
field of small blue and white surveying 
flags to surround the landscape around the 
plinth, letting the viewer’s eye drift across 

Look at Me - William Wallace
Rosemount Viaduct, Aberdeen

Helen Schell
Guardian
8 April – 12 April

Open: 24 hour access
Admission Free

Helen Schell’s commissioned art project for 
William Wallace’s statue is called ‘Guardian’. 
It incorporates the use of smart materials, 
especially Hi Vis materials, to create a 
transformed statue that is affected differently 
by natural and artificial light. 

Helen’s design concept for William Wallace 
is about re-inventing the traditional statue 
into a futuristic vision through this unique 
costume. ‘Guardian’ stems from Helen’s 
previous projects ‘The Dazzle Dress’ and 
‘The Beam Dress’ in 2012/2013 where she 

Look at Me - Robert Burns
Union Terrace, Aberdeen

Gordon Burnett
Above and Beyond
8 April – 12 April

Open: 24 hour access
Admission Free

Fraserburgh born craftsman and designer 
Gordon Burnett has researched the 
history behind Burns and through his 
commissioned art project ‘Above and 
Beyond’ reveals more about the man than 
we thought we knew.

3D designer Gordon, with the help of Rosy 
Wood of Deeside Knitters have collaborated 
to transform the Burns statue with the 
addition of some colourful accessories 
including 3D printed headphones painted 

in the colours of the Jamaican and Scottish 
flags. Burns also holds a replica mercury 
planet in his hand while clothed in hand 
knitted socks, colour matching the flags of 
France and Russia.

These worldly references link to unusual 
pieces of Burns history and the influence he 
still holds in this modern day. Find out more 
on one of our ‘Look at Me’ sculpture trail 
tours, held over the festival weekend.

a temporal cloudscape of flags. A film 
created by the artist will be projected 
inside Aberdeen Library as well as the 
standard lamps outside the building being 
switched on at night for the duration of the 
festival. 

Colin’s interactive project invites audiences 
to look up, photograph the sky and post 
your image to a virtual landscape on social 
media using the hash tag #blueskythinker.

first used smart reflective materials to 
re-engage audiences’ perspectives of the 
common safety fabric.

As many smart materials were originally 
invented for the challenges of space 
exploration, but now used in everyday 
working uniform, ‘Guardian’ hopes 
to make us re-imagine the modern 
possibilities of Wallace with his new age 
futuristic costume.
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Look at Me – General Charles Gordon
Schoolhill, Aberdeen

Salmena Carvalho 
Voyage
8 April – 12 April

Open: 24 hour access
Admission Free

Salmena Carvalho and a team of design 
students from RGU have been commissioned 
to re-design the General Charles Gordon 
statue.  Knitwear expert, Jenny McHardy, has 
also aided the group, consisting of Caitlin 
Hynes, Anna Cuinu, Tyree Hill and Siobhan 
Thomson.

The design proposal for the statue has 
been inspired by a new trend called ‘Yarn 
Bombing’. This is when skilled knitters 
creatively take over a space and re-invent it 

with their own handmade work. Stemming 
from the history behind General Charles 
Gordon, the transformation includes 
different materials, designs and stitching 
techniques inspired by the countries the 
General visited; including China, Egypt and 
Sudan.

Together the team’s efforts involved 
learning new skills and techniques from 
each other to incorporate and inspire 
something unique for the ‘Look at Me’ 
statue. 

You can also hear first hand how Gordon Burnett researched and collaborated with Rosy 
Wood to create his temporary piece of public art at his artist talk. 
See Talks/Workshops/Events for full details.

Join Helen for a drop in workshop at HMT to learn more about smart materials and design 
your own futuristic costume.
See Talks/Workshops/Events for full details.

Join Colin Priest and guests for a lively discussion about aerial perspectives, clouds and the 
weather. See Talks/Workshops/Events for full details.

Try your hand at yarn bombing and create your own knitted souvenir with Salmena Carvalho 
and Jenny McHardy. See Talks/Workshops/Events for full details.



Look at Me - Robert The Bruce
Broad Street, Aberdeen

Gabrielle Reith & Morag McGee
Flock
8 April – 12 April

Open: 24 hour access
Admission Free

Artists Gabrielle Reith and Morag McGee’s 
commissioned design proposal ‘Flock’ 
has been developing over the upcoming 
weeks to the festival. Several workshops at  
Sunnybank Community Centre took place  
with participants from the local area getting 
involved.

The weekly workshops saw Gabrielle and 
Morag develop the groups different artistic 
skills and helped them realise their own ideas 
for the monument. Incorporating ideas from 

Look at Me - The Mannie
Castlegate, Aberdeen

Philip Thompson
Oor Mannie
8 April – 12 April

Open: 24 hour access
Admission Free

Philip Thompson, an Aberdeen based design 
artist, transforms The Mannie, a statue which 
has sat on top of the well at the Castlegate 
since 1708. Phil, experienced in design and 
innovative technology, uses Arduino hardware 
to make this new interactive project.

The commissioned design for The Mannie 
sees the addition of a wooden cube head 
with each side representing a different side 
of Aberdeen City. As requested by Phil, 
members of the public recorded sound clips 
of their own voice proudly proclaiming where 

their personal experiences in Aberdeen, 
the participants worked together to create 
illustrated designs from their reactions 
and responses to their initial views of 
Aberdeen. 

Several individual birds modelled on 
pigeons and some larger seagulls were 
created, moulded by hand and fired in 
ceramic. The designs were then applied 
through different vinyl techniques and 
hand drawn details.

they are from in Aberdeen. 

The statue fitted with speakers and 
sensory activators uses Arduino 
microcontrollers to project these pre-
recorded messages once the statue is 
approached. 

The additional innovations completely 
change the historic statue into an 
interactive experience viewers will not 
forget.

Look at Me - 
What is The 7th Plinth?

Aberdeen City Centre

Sat 11 + Sun 12 April
10am / 12noon / 2pm / 4pm

Look Again are delighted to form a partnership 
with Aberdeen City Council to present the 
Made in Aberdeen Artist Commission as 
part of the festival’s first year. The Made in 
Aberdeen Artist commission will sit alongside 
works selected from local, national and 
international practitioners commissioned for 
the Look at Me Sculpture Trail. 

Dominika Hadelova, Caitlin Hynes and 
international artist Morgan Cahn from 
Washington have all collaborated to create 
a modern and innovative moving plinth. The 
movable plinth designed as a transferable cart 

will feature as part of the existing Look at 
Me Sculpture Trail and move from location 
to location around Aberdeen.
 
Their idea involves using their three 
different perspectives of Aberdeen, all 
having different connections to the city. 
Referring to their appreciation of the local 
community spirit in Aberdeen, they hope 
to “embrace the gestures, processes, 
conversations and stories of these people 
[our local heroes] who are our pillars and 
plinths of Aberdeen.”
 
The creative plinth also offers a workshop, 
open to all that focusses on re-growing 
the community spirit. The workshop will 
incorporate the handing out of planting 
seeds in ink printed bags, symbolising the 
growth/nourishment of the city and the 
new connections bringing the people of 
the city together.  

Made in Aberdeen is a council initiative; it is funded by Aberdeen City Council5 6

look at me -TOURS

Look at Me - Artist Led Tour
Aberdeen City Centre

Meeting point - Seventeen
15-17 Belmont Street
Aberdeen

Thu 9 + Fri 10 April
12 noon
Free Event // booking essential

To book this Look at Me Tour 
please visit: 
www.eventbrite.com

Look at Me - Hidden Aberdeen 
Historical Tour with 
Dr Fiona Jane Brown

Aberdeen City Centre

Meeting point - Seventeen
15-17 Belmont Street, 
Aberdeen

Thu 9 April - 6.30pm
booking essential  
£5 per person
(please book this tour through
www.ticketsource.co.uk/
hiddenaberdeentours)

Look at Me - Tour
Aberdeen City Centre

Meeting point - Seventeen
15-17 Belmont Street, 
Aberdeen

Sat 11 + Sun 12 April
10am / 12noon / 2pm / 4pm
Free Event // booking essential

To book this Look at Me Tour 
please visit: 
www.eventbrite.com

The Look At Me tours will take place across 4 days of the festival and involve more than just 
your average fact filled walk. Each tour will bring entertainment and interactivity to the statues 
and commissioned artworks by highlighting their historical references, unheard stories and 
lively anecdotes.  Book yourself on one of the tours and re-engage with your city in a fun and 
informative way. 

If you have any queries or would like more 
info please contact: 01224 561977

Made In Aberdeen

Meet the artists Gabrielle and Morag to hear first hand about this project and their 
collaboration with the community group. See Talks/Workshops/Events for full details.

Learn more about Arduino technology and make your own wooden cube character at a drop-
in session with artist Philip Thompson at MAKE. See Talks/Workshops/Events for full details.



Peacock Visual Arts 
Fiona MacDonald - 
Woodland Portrait Project
11 April – 23 May

Seventeen (Festival Hub)
Kaleidoscope -
RGU Art & Heritage Collection 
Art Exhibition
9 - 26 April

Festival Hub Design Comp -
Architecture exhibition
9 - 12 April

Made in Aberdeen
What is The 7th Plinth?

11 + 12 April

The movable plinth 
designed as a transferable 
cart features as part of the 
Look at Me Sculpture Trail 
and will move from location 
to location for the duration 
of the Look Again festival.

Keep your eyes peeled

Robert Burns
#aboveandbeyond

Albert The Prince 
Consort
#blueskythinker

William Wallace
#guardian

General Charles 
Gordon
#voyage

Robert The 
Bruce
#flock

The Mannie
#oormannie

Look Again Festival Hub // Information point // Look at Me Tours - meeting point

HIS
MAJESTY’S
THEATRE

Look Inside - Pop-Up Design Shop 
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talks / workshops / events
Colin Priest + David Shearing - Talk
#blueskythinker

Venue:
Central Library Aberdeen

Thu 9 April 6 - 7pm

Admission free // max 40 people
Booking is essential

A public conversation led by Look at Me artist 
Colin Priest about the sky, navigating clouds, 
aerial perspectives and the weather.

Gordon Burnett - Talk
The Bard’s New Clothes

Venue:
Seventeen, 15-17 Belmont Street

Fri 10 April 3 – 4pm
Admission free // max 20 people

Booking is essential

Gordon Burnett, maker and Look at Me 
designer and Rosy Wood, knitter will give an 
illustrated talk about the inspiration, creation 
and fitting of Robert Burns’ new clothes. The 
additions point to his interests, convictions and 
his international and interstellar impact.

Grampian Hospitals Art Trust  -  
Artistic Workshop
Jamie Cameron + Julie-Ann Simpson

Venue:
The Suttie Arts Space
Grampian Hospitals Art Trust 
ARI, Foresterhill, Aberdeen 

Thurs 9 + Fri 10 April 7-9pm 
Admission free // max 30 people 
(each evening) Booking is essential

Taking influence from Miranda 
Blennerhassett’s exhibition, participants 
will get to sample architectural model-
making and collage, and through both, 

will create a temporary artwork on a large-
scale map of the area.
The workshops will be hosted by Julie-
Ann Simpson and Jamie Cameron, recent 
graduates from Gray’s School of Art, Aberdeen 
and Mackintosh School of Architecture, 
Glasgow respectively, who have a shared 
interest in the use of pattern and the 
importance in drawing as close observation. 

A mini bus will pick people up from outside 
the Art Gallery on Schoolhill, at 6.30 and 6.45.

Each bus has a capacity of 15 people and each 
workshop is limited to 30 people.  Booking is 
required.

Victoria Beesley- #MaierSelfie
take a Maier-inspired selfie and tweet it 
using #MaierSelfie

Venue:
Aberdeen City centre

Tue 7 - Fri 10 April  // 24hrs

Theatre maker Victoria Beesley is 
resident with Aberdeen Performing Arts 
and working with them to develop a 
new show based on the life and work of 
American nanny and secret photographer 
Vivian Maier. Over her lifetime, Maier took 
over one hundred thousand photographs 

but most of them were not developed until 
after her death. A number of the pictures she 
took were self-portraits, captured as shadows 
and reflections. 

To celebrate Look Again, we’re asking you 
to take your own Maier-inspired selfie. 
Capture your shadow or reflection out and 
about in Aberdeen and then tweet it using 
#MaierSelfie.

To get inspired by Maier’s self-portraits visit: 
www.vivianmaier.com/gallery/self-portraits/ 

Follow on Twitter: @Terra_Incog

John Newling - Artist’s talk
The Lemon Tree & Me and other works

Venue:
Woodend Barn
Burn o’ Bennie, Banchory

Friday 10 April 7.30pm

Admission Free // booking is essential

Woodend Barn welcomes back 
Nottingham-based artist John Newling 
for an evening of insightful and lively 
discussion about the artist’s career 
exploring the relationships between the 

Helen Smith - Artist-led Walk
The Barn Circulars

Venue:
Woodend Barn
Burn o’ Bennie, Banchory

Sat 11 April 10am – 3pm
Admission Free // booking is essential

An Artist-led Walk connecting Woodend 
Barn with its environment and the 
communities of Crathes and Banchory.  
Visual artist and researcher Helen Smith will 
lead us in an interactive walk, celebrating 
creativity in all its forms, whether gardening, 
painting, cooking or singing.  Participants 

natural world and systems of value within 
society.  The evening is also an opportunity 
to celebrate the forthcoming launch of 
John’s new book on his “The Lemon Tree 
and Me” project, which involved the artist 
recording an entire year of observation and 
interaction with a lemon tree specimen.

Throughout 2015, John will be working with 
Woodend Barn on the venue’s ecological art 
programme www.john-newling.com

To book a place please call Woodend Barn 
Box Office on 01330  825431 or email 
mail@woodendbarn.co.uk
www.woodendbarn.co.uk

will be encouraged to look again at 
Woodend Barn’s local environment via a 
series of creative interventions along the 
route.

The Walk will leave Woodend Barn at 10 am 
and follow the river into Banchory. Enjoy a 
picnic lunch at Bellfield Park before returning 
to the Barn for 3pm via Captains Wood, 
Woodside and Hill of Banchory footpaths. 
Outdoor clothes recommended. Dogs 
welcome.

To book a place and register for the walk 
programme please call Woodend Barn Box 
Office on 01330  825431 or email 
mail@woodendbarn.co.uk

Helen Schell  - Creative Workshop
Dress Smart Clothes of the Future

Venue: 
His Majesty’s Theatre

Sat 11 April 12noon - 4pm 
Drop-in session // Admission Free

Helen Schell, the commissioned artist for 
Look at Me statue William Wallace, will be 
hosting a drop-in workshop at His Majesty’s 
Theatre focussing on Scottish heroines and 
heroes of the past, present and future

The ‘make and take’ family workshop, will 

involve creating designs for futuristic 
costumes, fashions, uniforms and spacesuits 
inspired by Scottish history and a vision 
of the future. With hands-on making and 
invention using textiles, Smart Materials 
and paper to make a futuristic design 
the workshop will educate and inspire 
both young and old, mixing futuristic and 
traditional aspects.

All materials will be supplied and 
participants can work individually or 
in groups. All are welcome, however 
children should be aged 5+ and must be 
accompanied by an adult.
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EXHIBITIONS
Morgan Cahn -
Modern Naturalis 
The SMART Gallery
9 Albyn Terrace, AB10 1YP
Opening Hours: Saturday + Sunday 12 – 4pm 

27 March – 26 April // Free Admission 

Modern Naturalis is about looking at the world 
with wonder. Inspired by the Do-It-Yourself 
attitude that was rampant among early female 
naturalists Morgan Cahn has hacked a webcam 
into a microscope to explore her surroundings.  
Her D.I.Y forays into the microcosmic manifest 
as a series of collages, which aim to encourage 
engagement with the natural world from a 
different perspective and the importance of 

observing, of looking closely and slowly, 
is highlighted in a new four-channel video 
piece.  By embracing her amateurism Cahn 
hopes to inspire others to feel confident 
enough to do the same. She has produced 
a free zine that gives advice on making 
your own microscopes and invites us all to 
consider our impact on the environment. 
Cahn believes that our considerations of 
ecology involve technology, community 
and above all a willingness to explore, try, 
fail, learn, and inspire.

The SMART Gallery
www.wearesmartconsultants.co.uk 
01224 561977

Philip Thompson - Creative Workshop
Oor Mannie
Wooden Monsters and Arduino Technology 

Venue:
MAKE, 15-17 Belmont Street, Aberdeen

Sat 11 April 10am - 1pm
Drop-in session // Free Admission

Phil Thompson will be running a workshop in 
17 in conjunction with his Oor Mannie sculpture 
as part of the Look at Me sculpture trail. Philip 
will be showcasing Arduino microcontrollers to 

explain basic interactivity. Philip will also be 
running a ‘first come first served’ workshop 
where participants can make & paint their 
own wooden block head model using 
pre-cut wooden shapes. The make & paint 
workshops are suitable for all ages. 

Philip was successful in obtaining funding via 
the Aberdeen City Council’s Cultural Grants 
scheme, which has contributed greatly to his 
exploration of Arduino Microcontrollers. He 
would also like to thank Martin Evans for all 
his help & support on this project.

Morgan Cahn - Creative Workshop
Modern Naturalis 
‘Look’ closer with the amateur scientist hacker

Venue:
The SMART Gallery, 9 Albyn Terrace, Aberdeen

Sun 12 April 4pm 
Free Admission // booking is essential 

Make your very own microscope from a 
webcam and explore your surroundings from 
a different vantage. You’ve seen moss on 
buildings, trees, and on rocks - but have you 
ever seen the tiny creatures that live in the 
moss? What else do you see everyday that is 
transformed through close inspection? 

Participants will be hacking a webcam, using 

LEDs, building a platform, and looking at 
samples from around Aberdeen, using 
readily available technology to highlight 
the connectivity that abound in many parts 
of the world. Morgan will be leading the 
workshop from nearly 4,500 miles away in 
the United States (not to mention 8 hours 
earlier). How does this access to quickly 
shared information affect our sense of place? 

Cameras and other supplies needed to 
make your microscopes will be provided.  
We would also like you to bring moss - 
preferably from a roof or a wall! 

All are welcome, however children should 
be aged 6+ and must be accompanied by an 
adult throughout the workshop.Look Inside - 

Pop-up Design Shop

Venue:
60 Schoolhill, Aberdeen

Thu 9 - Sun 12 April
Open: 10am - 5pm
(open late on Thursday till 7pm)

Look Inside is a temporary venue and shop 

Gabrielle Reith + Morag McGee
Meet the artists

Venue:
Robert The Bruce statue, Broad Street

Sat 11 + Sun 12 April // 12 - 2pm
Free Admission

Collaborating Look At Me artists, Morag 
McGee (Ceramicist) and Gabrielle Reith 
(Illustrator), together with some of the 
workshop participants from Sunnybank 
Community Centre, will be at the Robert the 
Bruce statue from 12-2pm on Saturday and 
Sunday to chat about their work and the 
experiences behind making the artwork.

running as part of the Look Again Festival. 
It is the creative venture of makers Mags 
Gray (Ceramics), Anne Marquiss (Jewellery), 
Gabrielle Reith (Illustration) and Aubin 
Stewart (Jewellery). During this event they 
will showcase their own work and the work 
of other carefully selected makers. They 
will be interacting with the public, showing 
some of their working methods and offering 
you the chance to experience the making 
process. So do pop in and meet your maker.

Meet Your Maker
Look Inside, Pop-Up Design Shop

Venue
60 Schoolhill, Aberdeen

Thu / Fri / Sat / Sun - 11am + 2pm
Drop-in sessions // Free Admission

Meet Your Maker 2015 is a national, year-
round celebration of Scottish craft making.

Makers from a variety of disciplines will give 
a rare behind the scenes look at their craft 
work. Meet the makers and learn about their 
inspiration, practices and profession. See 
the design, process and techniques behind 
their craft. Discover their creativity, skill and 
dedication.

Meet the makers from Look Inside and 
learn more about Ceramics, Jewellery and 
Illustration.

Fashion Workshop
Voyage, General Charles Gordon

Venue:
Seventeen, 15-17 Belmont Street, Aberdeen

Sun 12 April 12noon - 4pm
Drop-in sessions // Free Admission

Jenny McHardy and Salmena Carvalho 
will hold a drop-in workshop at Seventeen 
on Belmont Street.  Here, the public will 
be able to create their own knitted and 
mixed media medals as a souvenir and 
remembrance of the event.

11 12

MEET YOUR



Kaleidoscope -
RGU Art & Heritage Collection 
Art Exhibition
Seventeen, 15-17 Belmont Street, Aberdeen
(Festival Hub - see city centre map)

9 - 25 April // Free Admission

The exhibits on display represent a sample 
of the creative output of Gray’s School of Art 
graduates studying Degree courses in the 
fields of Fine Art and Design.

Works collected annually from the 
successful graduates, provide a resource 
which allows Robert Gordon University Art 
and Heritage Collections the opportunity 
to display the graduates’ work within 
the university and beyond, each year’s 
acquisitions representing a further page in 
the history of the University.

The award winning dynamic and thought 
provoking works are held in the University 
collection where they exist as part of a 
material record of student achievement, 
study and research. 

This collection forms a kaleidoscope: 

an ever-changing image of Art and • 
Design created by graduates. 

a collection which is unique in • 
Scotland with no equivalent institutions 
methodically collecting the output of their 
talented graduates. 

Festival Hub Design Competition -
Architecture exhibition
Seventeen, 15-17 Belmont Street, Aberdeen
(Festival Hub - see city centre map)

9 - 12 April // Free Admission

Look Again engaged a team of staff and 
students from the Scott Sutherland School of 
Architecture to design a temporary structure 
to act as the festival hub + information point 
for Look Again 2016.  

Grampian Hospitals Art Trust
www.ghat-art.org.uk
01224 552429

Julie-Ann Simspson - 
Illuminate
The Small Gallery
Grampian Hospitals Art Trust 
ARI, Foresterhill, Aberdeen

Free Admission // Open 24hrs

19 March – 8 May

Illuminate is the first solo exhibition for 
Julie-Ann Simpson, who graduated from 
Gray’s School of Art last year and went on to 
win the Guthrie Award at the Royal Scottish 
Academy.
Julie-Ann often makes reference to the 
landscape in her work, observing details 
and incidents from the natural environment. 
Colour and pattern are then carefully 
considered and employed to create an 
abstraction of this experience.

Within her practice, Julie-Ann engages 
in an exploration of experience and 
imagination, drawing on an expansive 
collection of sources.  In order for painting 
to act as a method of recording personal 
perceptions, the fundamental act of mark-
making is essential.  Through a process 
of slowly building layers of translucent 
colour, concealing the marks beneath while 
uncovering new shapes, Julie-Ann creates 
a soft, dreamlike surface which recalls the 
ephemeral.
As her work reflects nature, many of 
the new pieces in Illuminate have been 
influenced by the winter landscape of the 
north.  

Fiona MacDonald - 
Woodland Portrait Project
Peacock Visual Arts
21 Castle Street, Aberdeen
(see city centre map)

Opening Hours: Tue – Sat 9.30 – 5.30
Free Admission

11 April – 23 May
Exhibition opening night: Fri 10 April 6-8pm
(all welcome) 

Fiona MacDonald’s exhibition, Woodland 
Portrait Project, is about place, connectedness, 
imagination, and human-nonhuman 
relationship. It emerges from a persistent 
engagement “with one smallish, ordinary-
extraordinary wood near the M25 
in Kent”.

Woodland Portrait Project is an immersive, 
seductive, multidisciplinary installation, 
mirroring the discovery and detail found 
in woodland, where disparate large and 
small things nest and entangle to produce a 
unique ecology. Large sculptural drawings 
(made via monumental tree rubbings) act 
as macro structures, dividing the space 
visually, some acting as projection screens. 
Paintings, sculptures, prints, videos, audio, 
and photographs enhance these drawing 
installations. All the work has been made in 
and with the woodland, using its materials 
and inhabitants, as muse, collaborator and 
correspondent.

Peacock Visual Arts
www.peacockvisualarts.com
01224 639539 

Seventeen
www.facebook.com/SeventeenAberdeen
01224 644885

This exhibition of shortlisted designs, at 
Seventeen on Belmont Street, Aberdeen, 
will allow the general public of Aberdeen to 
vote for their favourite design. The festival 
hub with the most votes will be developed 
and produced for Look Again 2016.  

Seventeen will act as the festival hub 
this year with a wide range of activities 
happening as part of Look Again 2015. 

Sponsored by Covell Matthews Architects.

Jamie Cameron -
Architecture of Aberdeen
Grampian Hospitals Art Trust @ HMT
Dress Circle Bar
His Majesty’s Theatre 
(see city centre map)

3 March – 24 May // Free Admission

Opening hours: Open during theatre hours, 
please check box office or contact GHAT to 
arrange viewing.

Jamie Cameron works at the drawing board 
in the traditional way, instead of using 

computer software.  This direct way of 
working allows greater freedom in the 
treatment of the subject while making 
a unique connection to it.  Jamie gives 
the viewer a less literal snapshot than a 
particular interpretation imbued with a 
certain character, which encourages you to 
see each building in a new light. 

Jamie studied Architecture at Dundee’s 
Duncan of Jordanstone, and Glasgow’s 
Mackintosh School of Architecture, and 
moved back to work in the North East after 
graduating.

Miranda Blennerhassett -
Evident Care
The Suttie Arts Space
Grampian Hospitals Art Trust 
ARI, Foresterhill, Aberdeen

Free Admission // Open 24hrs

7 March - 3 May

Evident Care features new artwork that 
explores the role of ornamentation and the 
formation of pattern within architectural 
space.  Dublin-based artist Miranda 
Blennerhassett was in residency throughout 
February to create 3 large-scale wall 
paintings and a stop-motion animation. 
The artwork in this exhibition is inspired by 

patterns taken from a series of books that 
share construction techniques repeated 
over centuries in ancient and modern 
architecture, and the role of ornamentation 
within our surroundings.  When applied 
to objects and structures the elemental 
human action of creating pattern functions 
as a way of assigning value and meaning.   
There is an implication that consideration for 
our surroundings infers a consideration for 
those within it.

Evident Care is a direct response to The 
Suttie Arts Space’s contextual, formal, and 
material qualities, and engages with the 
relationship between art and architecture. 
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Capture
RGU Campus + Aberdeen City Centre

8-12 April

RGU’s Cultural Animateur in Residence 
Natalie Kerr will engage with a local 
community youth group and the Creative 
Director of a Glasgow based video production 
company and alumni of Gray’s School of Art – 
Fraser Denholm, Flux Video. 

This project aims to encourage participation 
in arts and culture with the primary purpose 
of transferring knowledge and skills. The 
main purpose of this project is for the well-
established videographer to educate the 
group in the skills necessary to effectively 
document and ‘capture’ a live festival.  

Supported by Gray’s School of Art through 
the use of equipment, this project allows the 
local youth group in Garthdee access to the 
university campus.  

George Kelly Mural
The Scott Sutherland School of Architecture 
and Built Environment, RGU

8 - 12 April
Exhibition Opening night:
Tuesday 7 April 7-9pm 

Opening Hours: 
Wed – Sun 10am-5pm // Free Admission

George Kelly was an Aberdonian artist who 
studied at Robert Gordon University. He was 
a founding member of the Courtyard Gallery 
which encouraged selling of paintings by 
“Sticking these under the public’s nose”. 

George had a keen eye for pattern and 
rhythmic lines and North East landscapes 
and coastal scenes inspired his art practice.  
As part of the Look Again: Visual Art & 
Design Festival, RGU Cultural Animateur 
In Residence, Natalie Kerr, held open call 
submissions for undergraduate students to 
submit digital designs in honour of a George 
Kelly mural that once was seen in Garthdee 
House. The winning artist will receive a 
prize of £300 with their work displayed on 
the opening night in Garthdee House and 
throughout the festival. A selection of work 
in relation to the project will be exhibited 
in The Georgina Scott Sutherland Learning 
Centre Exhibition Space.

Cameron Ross -
By Catch and Discard
Lower & Upper Foyer Gallery
Gray’s School of Art, RGU

8-12 April 10 am - 5pm // Free Admission

Each year the Festival will provide a 
showcase for an artist or designer who 
is connected to the region through their 
association with Gray’s School of Art (this 
may be lecturers, application supervisors or 
technicians). This year, Cameron Ross has 
been selected for the commitment to his 
craft. Currently in the position of Applications 
Supervisor in Printmaking at Gray’s, Cameron 
has been working with RGU for 28 years. 
Prior to this he was a founder member of 
Highland Printmakers Workshop for 2 years 

after having studied at Glasgow School of 
Art in Fine Art Printmaking. 
Cameron’s exhibition ‘By Catch and Discard’, 
which will be displayed within Gray’s School 
of Art for the duration of the Look Again 
Festival will essentially comprise of two 
parts. Downstairs in the building will consist 
of a number of ‘vitrines’ containing amongst 
other things; collecteana, ephemera, 
teaching ‘chaff’ and other paper based 
material produced through demonstrating, 
wall text and objects which feed into the 
work. The upstairs gallery contains examples 
of framed finished works. Inviting the viewer 
to re-visit, re-appraise and ‘Look Again’ at 
the starting points for an art making strategy 
built through Cameron’s teaching over a 
long period.

Natalie and the videographer shall look 
to engage with the newly appointed 
volunteer Cultural Ambassadors. Across a 
variety of creative disciplines the Cultural 
Ambassadors shall support Capture by 
raising awareness of the project through 
a virtual presence as well as physical 
assistance during tours across the city.  

The engaged community group taking 
part in capture will work alongside Look 
Again and will be tasked with focussing 
on various aspects of the festival, meeting 
with a variety of partners across the region 
with the aim of each individual creating 
their own documentary film.

So look out for them during the festival and 
get involved!

Robert Gordon University
www.rgu.ac.uk

Ronald Plowman -
Beyond The Surface
Scott Sutherland School of Architecture
RGU

8-12 April 10am - 5pm // Free Admission

Each year Look Again will provide a platform 
for an artist or designer who lives and works 
in Aberdeen and who has demonstrated 
a commitment to their creative practice. 
In future years, selection will be through 
application and selected by the Festival 
Committee, but in this inaugural year, Ronald 
Plowman, a painting graduate from Gray’s 
School of Art has been invited to exhibit. 
This solo exhibition, curated by SMART, 

enables Plowman to present a body of work 
with the aim of acting as a springboard 
for future activity. Ronald Plowman, born 
in Aberdeen studied Fine Art at Gray’s 
School of Art, graduating with Honours in 
1996. He has exhibited work in galleries in 
Aberdeen, Edinburgh and Glasgow and sold 
numerous paintings to public and corporate 
collections in the United Kingdom, Australia, 
Denmark and the USA. His work reflects 
his interest in landscapes, also based from 
ideas of various literary forms, memory and 
travel. 19th century painters largely inspire 
the landscape imagery in his work but 
he aims to make paintings that are more 
contemporary.

Visualising the 3rd Dimension -
The Amphitheatre, Riverside East, RGU

8 - 12 April 10am - 5pm // Free Admission

Across a number of its disciplines, the 
university has used and applied the latest 
3D visualisation technologies in a variety 

of settings.  This exhibition aims to inform 
visitors about 3D imaging and visualisation 
and provide information on how different 
teams within the university are using it in 
different fields from oil and gas exploration 
to tourism and data manipulation, as well as 
using in architectural technologies. 

rgu campus
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thank you
Robert Gordon University is leading on the research and development of Look Again Visual Art & 
Design Festival over the next three years, working in partnership with SMART to project manage the 
festival activity, ensuring a high quality curatorial approach is taken each year.

RGU would like to thank the following people for their generous support and hard work to produce 
the inaugural Look Again Visual Art & Design Festival 2015.

The festival board: 
From the Robert Gordon University: Dr Duncan Cockburn (Chair), Professor Chris O’Neil – Head of 
Gray’s School of Art, Professor David McLean – Head of Scott Sutherland School of Architecture, 
Dr Allan Watson – Head of Department – Fine Art, Gray’s School of Art, Dr Sarah Buckler – Lecturer 
in School of Applied Social Sciences Michelle Anderson – Director of Library Services. From other 
academic institutions: Professor Paul Harris – Dean, Duncan of Jordanstone College of Art and Design, 
University of Dundee, Dr Daniel Turner – Senior Lecturer, School of Business and Enterprise, University 
of the West of Scotland. From local authorities: Lesley Thomson – Cultural Policy and Partnerships 
Manager, Aberdeen City Council, Elspeth Winram - Cultural Planning Officer, Aberdeen City Council, 
Kirsty Duncan - Cultural Services Manager, Aberdeenshire Council. Individual practitioners and 
cultural organisations: Phillip Thompson – Creative Practitioner, Creative Cultures Scotland & Creative 
Partner at S4 Advisory, Susie Hunt – Artist and Art Tutor, Angela Lennon – Curator, Peacock Visual Arts, 
Natalie Kerr – Cultural Animateur-in-Residence, RGU, Hilary Nicol -  freelance art advisor, Sally Reaper 
(Moir) –Curator & Producer, SMART, Claire Bruce – Designer and Co-Producer, SMART 

SMART for co-producing and project managing this year’s festival.• 
Aberdeen City Council for supporting the Look at Me Sculpture Trail.• 
Covell Matthews for sponsoring the Festival Hub Design Competition.• 
Alexander Scott and Steven Eastcroft from Growing Smarter the Granite City, ACC for providing • 
installation support for the Look at Me Sculpture Trail.
Our Look Again Art Partners - Grampian Hospitals Art Trust, Peacock Visual Arts, Woodend Barn, • 
The SMART Gallery, RGU Art & Heritage Collection.
The Look at Me Tour Guides.• 
All of the volunteers who have given their time to the project and the Creative Learning Team for • 
supporting paid Internships at the Look Inside Pop-Up Design Shop.
Sunnybank Community Centre and the community group who formed part of the Robert The • 
Bruce commission.
Seventeen for their support throughout the development of the festival and transforming into the • 
Look Again Festival Hub.
Amy Causer, communication & design student from Gray’s School of Art for producing the • 
winning design for the Look Again Visual Art & Design Festival logo.
Alison Ellis of Korero for providing marketing and media support.• 

And finally... 
Thank you to our commissioned artists for their hard work and dedication to the project, ensuring the 
Look Again Visual Art & Design Festival fulfils its aim of showcasing the very best in visual art & design 
in North East Scotland, putting the region firmly on the map as a centre of excellence for innovative 
and imaginative visual projects and work.

USEFUL INFORMATION
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First Bus - no. 1/2 (every 10mins) 
Aberdeen City Centre - RGU Campus

First Bus - no. 11 (every 15mins)
Aberdeen City Centre - SMART Gallery

First Bus - no. 23 (every 20mins)
Aberdeen City Centre - GHAT

Stagecoach - no. 201 (every 20mins) 
Aberdeen City Centre - Banchory

To book one of the talks / workshops or tours visit: 
www.eventbrite.com and search for your chosen 
event

If you have any queries or would like more info 
please contact: 
01224 561977
info@wearesmartconsultants.co.uk
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